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I believe, in short, that a student who carefully
acquainted himself with the provisions of this Act,
would have a complete theoretical knowledge of all
the more important of the general duties which he
would have to discharge as a District Officer.

Indeed, any one who had thoroughly mastered the
Penal Code, the Evidence Act, the Contract Act, and
the two Codes of Procedure, all of which put together
do not fill a very large volume, would have an amount
of positive definite knowledge about the institutions
of the country, a grasp of legal principles of the very
highest importance, which is not to be attained at all
by English law-students except as the result of much
independent study, long practice, and investigation
of a kind for which few people have either leisure or
inclination.

One subject of first-rate importance, in a practical
point of view, is not included in these Acts. This
is the constitution of the Courts of Civil Jurisdiction.
This matter is provided for in ten different Civil
Courts Acts, one for each of the Provinces into which
the Empire is divided. Before the last edition of
the Code of Criminal Procedure was passed, it was
almost impossible to say what the constitution of the
Criminal Courts was. The Regulations respecting
them were fragmentary and intricate to the last
degree; and in at least one most important case (as
I have already pointed out) they were incoherent,
if not inconsistent

IV. Acts relating to Land Revenue.

The laws relating to land in India are by far the